
symptomatic of dissolution. But the institution was revived, and to this
day they have scarcely ceased making changes in their professorships,
or enlisting in some bitter controversy. A most furious warfare has
been carried on with die new medical school ever since its existence,
and there is no telling when their quarrels will be at an end.
In 1831, Dr. Drake applied to the Trustees of Miami University for

a medical department to be established in Cincinnati. The trustees,
accordingly, met and organized one, and appointed a faculty upon the
recommendation of Dr. D. Considerable trouble bad been taken to
secure the services of Dr. Eberle and Dr. Staughton,in this new school;
but it never went into operation. An opposition arose, which crushed
it before it had time to raise its head ; and the two professors just spoken
of, joined the Medical College of Ohio.
It is difficult for a stranger, at this crisis, to say whether or not this

school is destined to flourish. It is the opinion of many here, that one
or the other must go down, and I find there is great opposition to both
institutions from the citizens. Each has its friends, each its foes. The
professors in the old school do not, as a body, enjoy so extensive a

reputation as those of the new school ; but I believe they are gentlemen
who give general satisfaction to the trustees and students. Dr. Mussey,
the professor of surgery, is very well known throughout the Union ;
but 1 believe there is no other member of the faculty whose reputation
extends out of the west.
I find the profession of the city very intelligent and sociable, and

notwithstanding there is considerable private animosity on account of the
schools, I have enjoyed myself very much in their social gatherings. In
my next letter I shall give you an account of the new school.

Yours, truly, W. J. B.Cincinnati,July7,1839.

MEDICAL TOPOGRAPHY AND STATISTICS

[At our solicitation, a few weeks since, T. P. Fitch, M.D., an accurate
and scientific medical observer, residing at New Boston, N. H., kindly
sent the following paper, which was originally intended for another
publication ; but it has been ascertained that its insertion there must be
deferred on account of the voluminous accumulation of statistical matter.
Without the writer's knowledge, the editor has taken the liberty of giving
it a place in the Journal, presuming that it cannot be otherwise than
acceptable to the reader. It is a specimen of the kind of articles on

medical topography and statistics which we have repeatedly invited pro-
fessional gentlemen in the country to furnish, and which we do not yet
despair of receiving.]

New Boston contains about 6 square miles, consisting almost wholly of
swells, which in many parts rise into elevated hills. It is situated about
10 miles west of the Merrimack, on branches of the Piscataquay (streams
of sufficient size to turn saw and grist mills) which discharge into that
river. The soil, though rough and hard, is fertile. Population, at last
census, 1680 (since somewhat increased, probably), who are industrious,
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almost exclusively engaged in agriculture, and are now comparatively
temperate.

During the seven years of my residence in town there has been no

extensively fatal epidemic. Scarlet fever has often visited us, and in
1834 there were many cases, mostly, however, in a mild form. In
more than 50 cases under my observation during that year, there
occurred but 2 deaths, and one of these was from pneumonias, com-
mencing at the time of apparent convalescence from scarlatina. Measles
have been prevalent to some extent three limes during the period above
named, with a moderate number of fatal results from the usual sequelae
of that disease. In 1833 a few cases of severe typhus occurred in a

particular neighborhood, with, however, but one death; and last fall a
similar disease made its appearance in one of our small villages, to
which, with two or three exceptions, it was entirely confined. In this
fever, though severe, and in some cases protracted from 4 to 6 weeks,
of 20 cases occurring in town, 3 only were fatal. The same disease
prevailed with considerable mortality in the neighboring towns.
Ofthe number of deaths in this town, my own correct record extends

back but 5 years ; from other sources I have obtained a list for the 8
years preceding. During the 5 years ending with the close of last
December, the average annual number of deaths is 20, or 1 to 84 of
population. Of these, 16, or 1 to 6 1-4 ofthe whole number of deaths,
was from consumption ; but under that head are included both tubercular
disease of the lungs and chronic bronchitis, several complicated cases of
the latter having occurred in intemperate subjects. During the 8 years
preceding this period, including 1826, when, in part from a very bad
fever, the character of which cannot now be ascertained, there were
31 deaths in a single year, the whole number of deaths was 200, or an
annual average of 25—1 to 67 1-4 of population. If the record of
these 8 years be correct (but there is some reason to suppose that it
includes several who died in other towns and were brought here to be
interred), the average of deaths during the 13 years ending last Decem-
ber is 23 1-3 annually, or 1 to about 73 ofthe inhabitants. These lists
include both still births and accidental deaths.
In towns in this vicinity, and perhaps the same is true of places in the

interior throughout New England, whatever records of mortality have
been kept, are, for the most part, very imperfect, and it would seem to
me that good might result if our medical societies would take imme-
diate measures to remedy this defect in the statistics of New England.
More information on this subject, from interior towns, than I have
elsewhere seen embodied, has been published in a " Dissertation on the
Boylston Prize Question for 1835," by that accurate observer and fine
writer, Dr. L. V. Bell. Respectfully yours,

New Boston, N. H., July 10, 1839. T. P. Fitch.
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